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Foreword

As part of the Library’s program to publish scholarly catalogues of specific collections,
it gives me enormous satisfaction to present this comprehensive catalogue of
incunabula. This monumental opus fully describes the 127 Hebrew incunabula in the
collection — the largest in the world — printed beginning from the 1460s until 1501.
After more than 100 years of collecting, and with the early vision of Judge Mayer
Sulzberger, the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary has assembled a collection
of Hebrew incunabula that documents both Jewish printing and the historical importance
of the Jewish texts. Sulzberger’s significant donation in 1903 included 45 incunabula.
This was followed by the acquisition of the Elkan Nathan Adler collection in 1923,
which included sixty incunabula. The breadth of the collection showcases the unique
qualities of Hebrew printing found first in Italy and later in Spain, Portugal and Turkey
in the areas of Bible, Talmud, biblical commentaries, halakhah, prayer, linguistics,
ethics, literature, history, philosophy and science. The introductory essay of this volume,
the extensive scholarly entries, the photographs and the indexes bring this
comprehensive collection to the scholarly community.

The Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary is the premier research library
of Judaica and Hebraica in the Western Hemisphere. Its holdings consist of 375,000
volumes representing all areas of Judaica, Hebraica and related subjects that reflect the
geographic diversity of Jewish settlement throughout history. The Library, renowned
for its strength in Bible, rabbinics and mysticism, has materials from China, France,
Germany, Italy, Persia, Spain and Yemen, among other countries. As the largest
repository of Hebrew manuscripts in the Western Hemisphere, the JTS Library serves
as a worldwide center for scholarly research. The Library is located in New York with
a branch library at the Schocken Institute in Jerusalem, Israel.

The collections consist of items from the tenth to the twenty-first century in a wide
variety of formats: manuscripts, printed books, periodicals, archival papers, sound
recordings, microfilms, videos, cassettes, CD ROMs, and electronic databases as well
as musical scores, photographs, prints, maps, ketubbot, megillot, slides, greeting cards,
postcards, micrographs and broadsides.

Many individuals contributed to the creation of this volume. Our deep gratitude
is extended to the author, Dr. Shimon lakerson, Senior Researcher at the St. Petersburg
branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Dr.
Iakerson is the preeminent scholar in the field of Hebrew incunabula. Special thanks
to Prof. Mayer Rabinowitz, former Librarian at the Library of the Jewish Theological
Seminary, for being the initial motivation and inspiration behind this project. Without
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Foreword

his vision of creating scholarly catalogues of the vast holdings of the Library’s collection
this entire project would not have come to fruition. It is my pleasure to express profound
thanks to Prof. Shmuel Glick, Director of the Schocken Institute in Jerusalem, who
served as managing editor, and to Mr. Israel Hazani, editorial secretary of the Hebrew
publications of JTS, at the Schocken Institute, who served as editor. Both contributed
greatly to the completion of this project. We are grateful to Dr. Emile Schrijver
(Conservator Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana, Amsterdam University Library) for his English
translation, and to Ms. Fern Seckbach for her meticulous copyediting.

We are indebted to the Rubloff Residuary Trust for supporting the research and
publication of this catalog.

This publication enables the Library to fulfill one of its missions. It is part of a
series of scholarly catalogs of specialized collections in the Library that will bring the
rich collections at the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary to the attention of
scholars and the general public.

Naomi M. Steinberger
Acting Director
Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary
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Twenty-six years ago a twelve-page booklet was published in Ann Arbor! that has
served until today as the catalogue for the Hebrew incunabula collection in the Library
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America (JTSA).? Undoubtedly, this magnificent
collection, unparalleled anywhere in the world, has long deserved a serious,
comprehensive study, one that would contribute to the history of the book in general
and to that of the Hebrew book in particular, and especially to the history of the
development of the art of printing in Europe in the fifteenth century. Moreover, this
study would have to refiect the physical condition of each item in the collection (whether
an entire book, a partial volume, or the smallest remnant), and commemorate those who
pored over the books under discussion, collected them, and preserved them for over
500 years, and ultimately, with tremendous common effort, lead to the establishment
of this collection. I consider this catalogue now being presented to the reader as a modest
contribution towards the start of this basic, systematic research — and in no way its
conclusion.

The preparation of this book, through its various stages, which included — in
addition to my own work — great effort on the part of others, covered an extended period
of eleven years. In my private life, the length of this period can be easily measured:
when I began to work on this project in New York, my daughter Dina was a young
fourth-grader in a Jerusalem school and my daughter Masha had not yet been born.
Today Dina has become a young woman, Israeli in every way, laughing at the Diaspora
Hebrew 1 speak and sending me short letters from far-flung corners of the world such
as Thailand and Laos. My daughter Masha is already studying Latin in a gymnasium in
St. Petersburg, enjoying my heavy accent in English, and — when she chances to peek
at the galley proofs on my desk — sometimes finding spelling mistakes in Hebrew. And
my dear father, who was so interested in this work and was so proud of it, is no longer
alive...

To describe the collection in the bibliographical detail that I had determined,?
I frequently had to turn to other copies of works held in various libraries around the
world* as well as to databases on the Hebrew book — to the Institute of Microfilmed

1. A reel guide to Hebrew Incunabula from the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, Reels 1-20, Ann Arbor, Michigan, University Microfilms International, 1978 [1],
pp. 12.

2. Except for more general publications that also include information about the copies in our library
(such as Goff and Offenberg, Census).

3. For the principles of the description, see the Introduction, pp. LXVII-LXXVIL

4, For details on these institutions, see the Introduction, n. 219.
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Hebrew Manuscripts and the Hebrew Palacography Project (both in Jerusalem). To
these libraries and institutions, and to their staff, I express my gratitude. But, of course,
the bulk of the work was concentrated in the Library of the JTSA; the Library staff
was always available to me and I give them my heartfelt appreciation. Above all I must
thank the person who was the Librarian for most of the years when 1 worked there,
Prof. Mayer Rabinowitz, and to Ms. Naomi M. Steinberger (today the Acting Director
of the Library), and to the curator of the special collections, Rabbi Jerry Schwarzbard.
I also wish to thank the Library staff — Dr. Felix Blank, Dr. Margarita Blank, Rabbi
Judah Brumer, Ms. Evgeniya Dizenko, Mr. Hector Guzman, Dr. Seth Jerchower (today
at the library of the Institute for Jewish Studies at the University of Pennsylvania), Ms.
Sharon Liberman Mintz, Rabbi Bezalel Majersdorf, Ms. Elena Milkova, Rabbi Clifford
Miller, Mr. Micha Oppenheim, Ms. Nellie Stavisky, Dr. Jay Rovner, Mr. David Wachtel
and Ms. Rickie Weiner.

Special thanks are due to my friend Prof. Menachem Schmelzer, Librarian of the
JTSA Library from 1966 to 1987, a great, wise scholar and a gentle soul. I consulted
with him often during work and at home; in the company of his family I enjoyed many
Sabbath evenings during my stay in New York. He even took upon himself the task
of reviewing the introduction and most of the descriptions. and he offered informative,
helpful comments. I also give special thanks to my long-time triend Prof. Elazar Hurvitz
(of Yeshiva University), an expert on the Genizah and a perpetual reader in the Rare
Books Reading Room. He was always ready to set aside his own plans and make time
for me, and he was of great help, especially in identifying fragments.

I have no doubt that without the assiduous and steadtast etfort invested by the
staff of the Schocken Institute, Prof. Shmuel Glick and Mr. Israel Hazani. the work
would not have become a reality as such handsome, comprehensive volumes: for the
beautiful format I would like to also thank Mr. Zvi Ben-Zvi (of Z. Ben-Zvi Hafakot),
who contributed significantly from his knowledge and his great experience in the art
of printing. I wish to reiterate my appreciation for Mr. Israel Hazani who indefatigably
worked with precision, corrected, rewrote and rephrased. all contributing to the
betterment of the book.

I would like to thank my friend Dr. Emile G. L. Schrijver of Amsterdam (today
Conservator Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana, Amsterdam University Library) who translated
the book from Hebrew to English, making important comments that 1 gratefully
accepted as the work progressed. Not to be overlooked are Ms. Fern Seckbach
who edited the translation and Mr. Benjamin Richler who provided professional
terminology for the English translation.

Over the course of the work I had occasion to speak and consult. in person as
well as through correspondence, with many scholars. Among them [ extend particular
thanks to Prof. Malachi Beit-Arié, Prof. Haggai Ben-Shammat. Dr. Evelyn Cohen, Dr.
Abraham David, Prof. Haim Z. Dimitrovsky. Dr. Edna Engel. Mr. Ben-Zion Fishler,
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Dr. Valery V. Polosin, Mr. Benjamin Richler, Prof. Shalom Sabar, Rabbi Isaak Yudlov
and Dr. Yael Zirlin.

I would also like to thank my friends who gave me support during my stays in
New York and Jerusalem — always providing a roof over my head and a relaxed
atmosphere: the late Dr. Joseph Ostashevsky and his wife Helen and the Alex and Alla
Meikson tamily in New York and Rashel Gedaliova in Jerusalem.

And last, but not least, I would like to express my gratitude to the members of
my family: my mother Sfire bat Samuel Israelit, my daughters, Dina and Masha, my
stepson Alexander, and especially my wife Elena whose encouragement and faith helped
me continue the work on this project and bring it to conclusion.

May they all be blessed.

Shimon Iakerson
Sabbath eve, 22 Tevet 5764 (16 January 2004)
St. Petersburg, Russia
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